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Our planning officer Andrew Wood has been 
heavily involved in a public inquiry into new 
housing in Edenthorpe, on the edge of 
Doncaster. He gives us his thoughts here on how 
the appeal process works and what we can learn 
from it.

We don’t often dive into public inquiries, 
because they make huge demands on our time 
and energy. Occasionally, it’s worth fighting one, 
and the trick is to choose our battles carefully. 
At Edenthorpe, there’s an application for 650 
houses on a greenfield site, and it would knock 
out a ‘green wedge’ that is maintaining openness 
between two villages. It’s a really bad scheme, 
which would be very isolated from the local 
community due to access difficulties. Doncaster’s 
planning committee refused the application 
unanimously but the landowner, Hallam Land 
Management, owns many development sites to 
the east of Doncaster and seems determined to 
get outline permissions for them in advance of 
the new Local Plan which should emerge next 
year. It feels like a case that we have a chance of 
winning, and that would be a significant victory.

There’s a lot at stake, most importantly 
a council’s ability to defend non-green belt 

countryside from speculative development. The 
landowner is also using the appeal to challenge 
Doncaster’s housing need calculations. We think 
this is a distortion of the whole planning process, 
because it’s impossible for local communities to 
scrutinise and give evidence about housing need 
in appeal cases. 

What has really frustrated local people 
attending the inquiry so far is that most of 
the evidence and cross-examination seems 
to be about the status of Local Plan policies, 
housing need, economic growth assumptions…
everything except the site itself. How is it right 
that an inquiry affecting Edenthorpe should 
feature so little discussion about Edenthorpe?

We have supported Edenthorpe Parish 
Council by acting as advocate and chief witness. 
It’s no small task. We have huge quantities of 
paperwork to plough through, we have our 
own proofs of evidence to write, then we’re 
cross-examined and we can cross-examine the 
appellant’s witnesses. The appellant can throw 
many times the resources into the process than 
we could ever hope to. 

But sometimes it’s worth a try and if we don’t 
do it, no-one else will
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