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BAKEWELL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Timeframe

Start date: August 2014

Expected public consultation: summer  2016

What were the motivations behind
developing the neighbourhood plan?

The motivation for the development of the neighbourhood
plan arose from a project undertaken by the Bakewell
Community Interest Group (made up of voluntary sector
organisations) which had, over a period of time, looked at the
town and its environs.  

A report submitted to the town council, entitled ‘Bakewell
2012 and Beyond’, followed a public consultation, and led to
the formation of the Bakewell Partnership, which brings
together the four authorities with statutory responsibilities
for the town (Bakewell Town Council, Derbyshire Dales
District Council, Derbyshire County Council, and the Peak
District National Park Authority).  In turn, the Bakewell
Partnership considered the development of a neighbourhood
plan was vital to ensure the views of the community were
taken into consideration with regard to future development
proposals. The town council accepted their recommendation
and formally submitted an application to the Peak District
National Park Authority, which was approved.



How the local planning authority
assisted us:

The Peak District National Park Authority is providing officer
time, ongoing advice and assistance with respect to the
interpretation of their core strategy, their policies and the
development management plan. In addition, they have
assisted with the provision of documents and maps.

Who else helped, and how?

Rural Action Derbyshire is our external consultant, acting as
a guide and adviser on the information required and the
processes involved in the formulation of our neighbourhood
plan.



What local issues did the plan process
identify?

To date, local issues identified include: 

• protection of the landscape character 
• the built environment
• need for affordable housing
• protection of the development boundary and the 

central shopping area 
• the retail mix and excessive number of cafes
• employment sites
• car parking
• accessibility and safety issues 
• general signage and rationalisation of road signs
• community facilities

What challenges were faced in its
production?

The plan is in the process of being developed. A major
challenge has been to engage with the community and
encourage involvement.

How were challenges overcome and how
were these solutions identified?

In addition to two workshops at the beginning of the process
to explain what constituted a neighbourhood plan, its status
and the process involved, we have used press releases, online
media, talks to local groups and personal contacts.  

In connection with the public consultation events in
November 2015, a leaflet drop was undertaken to all
properties in Bakewell, resulting in an attendance of nearly
200; 44% of the questionnaires were returned.  

We have also worked to reduce the amount of time
commitment needed by those in the local community who
wish to take part. By encouraging the participation of new
volunteers to spread the workload as the plan develops, and
by holding short, focused meetings, we hope to avoid the
pitfall of ‘commitment fatigue’. 



Main contacts at the neighbourhood plan group:

John Rowe
Town Clerk, Bakewell Town Council (services and advises the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group)
Email: townclerk@bakewelltowncouncil.gov.uk

Pat Lunn
Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
Email: patlunn@easynet.co.uk

How has the community benefited from
developing a neighbourhood plan? 

The community benefit from developing a neighbourhood
plan has yet to be fully realised, because this is a ‘work in
progress’.  A greater awareness of the planning process is
beginning to be seen, and this is particularly noticeable in
those who are new to or unfamiliar with this type of work. We
have also seen useful networking opportunities arise
between public and private sectors, which it is hoped will
lead to a greater understanding of the respective roles.
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